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complete knowledge of the effect of schemes of
interchanging one-syllabled and two-syllabled
words, interspersed, occasionally, with a three-
syllabled word, as in these lines from The
Old Wives* Tale:
SACRAPANT:
How now, fair Delia, where have you been ?
DELIA :
At the foot of the rock for running water, and
gathering roots for your dinner, sir.
SACRAPANT :
Ah, Delia,
Fairer art thou than running water?
Yet harder far than steel or adamant.
Could any sounds be stranger, more remote,
than the water-wavering sound of the first
two lines ? Peele is haunted, in many of his
plays and poems, by the sound of water, and
by the ghost of water, and by the depth of
water, as in this exquisite song from the same
play (The Old Wives' Tale), a poem that I
have never found in any anthology.
Enter ZANTIPPA with a pitcher to the well. A
Head comes up with ears of corn*> and she
combs them in her lap.